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Nova Scotia Land Acknowledgment:
 We would like to begin by acknowledging that we are in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq People. This territory is covered by the “Treaties of Peace and Friendship” which Mi’kmaq and Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) Peoples first signed with the British Crown in 1725. The treaties did not deal with surrender of lands and resources but in fact recognized Mi’kmaq and Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) title and established the rules for what was to be an ongoing relationship between nations.
	
	Terminology
Unceded Lands 	Comment by Author: https://opentextbc.ca/indigenizationfoundations/back-matter/glossary-of-terms/#Unceded_Lands
Source info

Territories or lands that First Nations people never ceded/surrendered or legally signed away to the Crown or to Canada. 
Peace & Friendship Treaties: 
Treaties signed in the Maritimes between 1725 and 1779 intented to end hostilities & encourage co-operation between the British & Mi’kmaq and Maliseet First Nations. The Treaty of Peace & Friendship covers all territories within Mi’kma’ki.

Territories included:  
all of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Edward Island, New Brunswick (North of the Saint John River), the Gaspe of Quebec, and parts of the State of Maine and part of Newfoundland
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Description automatically generated] Culturally Respectful Acknowledgement of Mi’kmaw Territory in Nova Scotia. This does not include full area of unceeded territories. 
DALHOUSIE ISAP MURAL 
the Agricultural Campus’s new Indigenous Student Access Pathway (ISAP)
Art source Designed by Art Stevens,
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Land Acknowledgment: Their importance.
The importance of delivering land acknowledgments is to understand that the land that we reside on is. It is important to recognize the land we 

Why do we recognize the land?
To recognize the land is an expression of gratitude and appreciation to those whose territory we currently reside on. It is a way of honoring the Indigenous people who have been living and working on the land from time immemorial. It is important to understand the long standing history that has brought you to reside on the land, and to seek to understand your place within that history. Land acknowledgments do not exist in a past tense, or historical context: colonialism is a current ongoing process, and we need to build our mindfulness of our present participation. It is also worth noting that acknowledging the land is Indigenous protocol. 	Comment by Author: https://www.northwestern.edu/native-american-and-indigenous-peoples/about/Land%20Acknowledgement.html Resource for more land acknoweldgments. 


Things to remember when delivering a Land Acknowledgment. 

· Using apporpriate language. Use terms that are not sugar coated. For example, genocide, stolen land, forced removal of Mi’kmaq peoples. 

· Use past present and future tenses. We as First Nations peoples are here, have been here, and always will be here. We are thriving and not just people of the past.

· Do not ask indigenous students/facualties to deliver a welcome statement. Land acknowledgements are provvided to recognize and educate. They are imporant to have and are not meant to be used as a happy proud welcoming. With that being said, it is important to keep in mind that having an Indidenous person be expected to deliver a land acknowledgement puts them onto the front lines. Sacrificing their emotion and vulnerability. A land acknowledgment being delivered or expected to be delivered by an indigenous person is like expecting them to share the story of their peoples loss while giving people the gain of that education. 

· How to talk about Native Nations: A Guide.

·  
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Chapter 2

Meet the Mi‘kmaq of Yesterday and Today
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AsitWas ...

Al the fime of European confact (circa 1500),
the Mi'kmaq occupied a large area known as
Mi'kma'ki. This region included all of what is
today Nova Scofia and Prince Edward Island,
part of the Gaspé Peninsula, Newfoundland

and most of New Brunswick.

Mi'kma'ki was divided info seven districts,
each of which was led by a District Chief.
This group of seven district chiefs made up
the Mi'kmaw Grand Coundil, which governed
over the Mikmaw people. There were many
smaller communifies in each district. These

communities were led by a local chief.

The Mi'kmaw names for the seven districts

came from the geographical characteristics

of the areas:

Epekwitk aq Piktuk
Lying in the Water and The Explosive Place

Unama'kik aq Kiagmkuk (“foggy lands” and
“land across the water”)Cape Brefon sland
and Newfoundland

Epekwitk ag Pikiuk (“lying in the water” and
“the explosive place”)—Pictou County and Prince
Edward Island

Eskikewa'kik (“skin-dresser’s ferritory”)~the area
sirefching from Guysborough fo Halifax County

Sipekni'katik (“wild pofato area”)~the counties of
Halifax, Lunenburg, Kings, Hants and Colchester
Kespukwik (“last flow”)—the counties of Queens,
Shelburne, Yarmouth, Digby and Annapolis
Siknikt (“drainage area”)-including Cumberland
County in Nova Scofia, and the New Brunswick
counties of Westmorland, Alberf, Kent, Saint
John, Kings and Queens
Kespek (“last land”)~the
area north of the Richibucto,
including its rivers and

parts of Gaspé

Unama'kik aq Ktagmkuk
Foggy Lands

Mi'kma'ki

Seven Disctricts of Mikmaq

Eskikewa'kik
Skin-dresser’s Territory

Sipekni‘kaik
Wild Potato Area Kespukwik
Last Flow
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